
Making LTO, Cloud and Object Storage Work for You  
in Hybrid Workflows
Organisations who need to monetise or exploit their archives require instant 
and predictable access to content and metadata from anywhere at any time. 
For example, newly built content distribution channels require a steady flow 
of content to ensure the viewing community stays engaged whilst archivists 
need to ensure content is authentic, secure, and available on-demand, 
especially in news or sports environments. 

In order to achieve these goals, content and metadata needs to be curated, portable, and 
stored in non-proprietary formats so it can be exploited, shared, re-used, or moved to new 
platforms. If you are primarily using LTO or ODA platforms to access your content, this can 
be inefficient, time-consuming, and operationally detrimental to your organisation, which 
is why many organisations are looking to replace or augment those platforms with more 
modern alternatives.

Lift and Shift vs 
an Augmented Reality 
Moving away from legacy platforms,  
such as LTO or ODA, can be quite  
a cumbersome task with big lift and shift 
operations taking up valuable time, effort, 
and resources. 

A more iterative approach would create the ability to migrate away from those platforms  
at a pace that suits the business by augmenting legacy technologies with more  
modern platforms:

• Push new content to a media-focused on-prem object storage platform that can manage 
the synchronisation of media and metadata to a cloud storage platform

• Gradually migrate archive content sat on LTO/ODA as and when needed to meet any 
company goals



Not Cloud Suitable
It is also worth stating that today, not 
all media applications are cloud-native 
and many media workflows are not yet 
suited to public cloud storage platforms, 
meaning hybrid cloud storage platform 
technologies are needed to bridge the gap. 
One emerging workflow using hybrid cloud 
storage platforms keeps a copy of your 
archive content available on-prem to ensure 
self-serve access to archive content, as 
and when you need it, whilst keeping  
a safety or insurance copy of that content 
off-prem in a private or public cloud  
storage platform.

Let’s Talk About the Metadata
Migrating away from LTO to object or cloud platforms does not ensure you will be able to 
find your content in the future if your metadata is tied into the database of a PAM, MAM, 
or DAM. Lose the database, lose your content. Metadata needs to be portable across all 
platforms to ensure content will always be able to be found. This means object storage 
platforms that can index self-describing content will make the task of curating archive 
content more efficient. Ensuring that metadata can be exported to 3rd party storage or 
cloud platforms ensures that archive content has an enhanced chance of being found  
in the future.

Considering a Hybrid Approach
Hybrid cloud storage enables creative 
professionals to have unfettered, on-
demand, and instant access to archive 
content (and metadata) safe in the 
knowledge that the content is synchronised 
and protected in a private or public cloud 
storage platform.

For organisations needing to monetise archive content, you can do so instantly with 
predictable access from anywhere without the worry of spiralling egress fees or time spent 
waiting for content to be restored.

Keeping content in both on-prem and cloud storage platforms gives organisations greater 
flexibility, more content protection (Disaster Recovery), and greater content exploitation 
and sharing options.



Why MatrixStore Hybrid Cloud Storage
MatrixStore Hybrid cloud storage is a media-focused platform that combines high-speed 
on-premise workflows (transcode, transformation, file acceleration, etc.) coupled with 
seamless and non-proprietary synchronisation of content, and metadata, to cloud storage 
platforms. You are able to manage multiple cloud buckets, with the content being more 
available, and you avoid vendor lock-in.

Tight integrations and automated workflows ensure organisations benefit from operational 
efficiencies and the elastic scale of hybrid environments. 

Curation
Keeping all the metadata in a MAM, DAM, 
or PAM database that is backed up daily is 
understandable but that metadata is loosely 
coupled to the content itself that resides  
on any number of storage silos. Lose the 
database (the brain) and you lose your 
data, it’s as simple as that.

Having a platform where the content can 
be self-describing, indexed, and searched 
provides an independent, future-proof 
means of accessing your content, should 
your MAM, PAM, or DAM go down.

MatrixStore’s unique Process-in-Place 
(PiP) functionality, processes the content 
and metadata where it lives. It indexes 
metadata from known formats (Adobe  
XMP, IMF, AS10, AS11, Mediainfo, EXIF, 
etc.) meaning you can find your content  
in the event of your MAM, PAM, or DAM 
being down. 

What’s more, this content and metadata 
is completely portable ensuring you are 
not tied down to a proprietary platform or 
format. For organisations looking for long-
term archives, this is essential.



MatrixStore Hybrid 
& Cloud Storage
Hybrid cloud storage workflows are enabled 
by the MatrixStore object storage solution in 
combination with the Move2s3 Hierarchical 
Storage Management (HSM) application from 
Object Matrix. Moves2s3 provides policy-
driven synchronisation and data movement 
to 3rd party S3-connected storage.

MatrixStore Hybrid supports most S3-enabled cloud storage platforms (Google, Azure, 
AWS, etc.) but has been extensively tested with MatrixStore Cloud, AWS S3 and  
AWS Glacier.

Search, Access & Share
Object Matrix’s web-based media and metadata management application, Vision, allows 
you to quickly and easily find, view, sub-clip, and share media assets from anywhere and 
at any time.

You can trigger the Move2s3 HSM from Vision to pull and push assets to other S3 
compatible storages.



If you think we can help you migrate to  
a more flexible, future-proof and modern archive 
platform, or augment your existing object storage 

infrastructure that will bring both financial and 
operational benefits to your organisation, please 

get in touch today!

GET IN TOUCH

info@object-matrix.com+44 (0) 2920 382308

object-matrix.com


